Drug-Induced Liver Failure Requiring Liver Transplant: Report and Review of the Role of Albendazole in Managing Echinococcal Infection.
Albendazole is often used as adjunctive therapy in the treatment of echinococcal infection to reduce cyst viability before and prevent recurrence after surgical treatment. In this report, we present a 38-year-old Iraqi woman with Echinococcus initiated on albendazole therapy who developed acute liver failure 6 weeks after treatment. Investigation for common viral and autoimmune causes of liver injury was unremarkable, and a liver biopsy revealed changes consistent with severe, drug-induced liver injury. Despite discontinuation of albendazole, liver function continued to deteriorate, prompting rescue with an orthotopic liver transplant. Often used perioperatively in the management of Echinococcus infection, albendazole can induce idiosyncratic severe liver injury, mandating close monitoring for hepatotoxicity.